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USIRAN RELATIONS:

Iran rejeded a US off er of World Trade Organization membership and licensing, ona cae-by-
case basis, of spare parts for Iranian civili an aircraft in return for the discontinuation o Iran’s
aleged nuwclea ambitions. The off er marked a padlicy change by the Bush administration and a
clea badking of European dplomatic dforts with Iran.

Iranian officials emphasize that Iran will not accept a permanent suspension d uranium
enrichment. Iran claimsits nuclea program is amed at reducing the use of fosdl fuel resources
andisin compliancewith the Non-Proliferation Treay. In arare move, Iranian President
Khatami welcomed locd and foreign journali ststo tour two of Iran’s nuclea faalities. The
journalists were asaured that Iranian ambiti ons were to provide much neeled eledricity and nd
to buld anuclea wegon. Iran recently signed an agreement with Rusgato supgy fuel for
Iran’s nuclea power plant in Bushehr. Under the agreement, the spent fuel must be returned to
Russa

Iran’s presidential eledions are scheduled for June 2005and will mark the end d current
reformist President Khatami’ stwo terms. Analysts eaulate that thiswill be a ©ntest between
conservatives, despite the large number of candidates intending to run from both the wnservative
and reformist camps.

PROJECT UPDATES:

Astronauts:

SFCG plansto visit Iran in April 2005with former American astronauts Rusty Schweickart and
Bruce McCandlessin partnership with the Zirakzadeh Science Foundition (ZSF) in Tehran.
Thisvisit will build onthe successof our 1999astronaut exchange and spring 2004exchange to
Iran of American higher educaion dficials and science exhibit devel opers from San Francisco’'s
Exploratorium Museum — also conducted in partnership with ZSF. Bruce and Rusty will med
with their Iranian colleagues in the fields of astronamy and science, and will give ledures at
Iranian unversities including Sharif University of Tedhndogy and Isfahan University.

Education:

With SFCG suppat, Oberlin College President Nancy Dye is working closely with the
International Society for Iranian Culture (ISIC) in New York to arrange amusic exchange
between American and Iranian student musicians. Oberlin Conservatory propaosed to send ore of
its gudent string quartets to tour and perform at Iranian unversities or conservatories, and would



invite an Iranian student musica ensembleto perform at Oberlin and tour other American
campuses. We ae aranging detail s with the gopropriate partner institute in Iran.

The Institute of International Education (IIE) is moving forward the Foreign Language Teading
Asdgstant Program (FLTA) for Iranian participants. The FLTA Program, which Il E operatesin a
number of courtries, ams to strengthen foreign language instruction at coll eges and unversities
throughou the US and to provide yourg student teaders with the oppatunity to refine their
teading skill swhile gaining overseas experience. |lE aimsto sendfive or six Iranian graduate
students to the US for ten monthsin fal 2005to teat Farsi at US coll eges and unversities.
SFCG and the American Institute of Iranian Studies asgsted lIE'sinitial visit to Iran in summer
2004to buld relationships and introducethe FLTA program to Iranian universities.

Environment:

SFCG recommended a number of American environmentali sts, who hed participated in past
SFCG exchanges, to attend an international environmental conferencein Tehran from May 9-10.
The onference organized jointly by Iran and the United Nations Environment Programme, will
address"Environment, Peace ad Dialogue anong Civili zations and Cultures’. The medingisa
follow-upto the international seminar organized by Iran and UNEP in 2001 orthe subjed,
following President Khatami's invitation to broaden and encourage dialogue among civili zations
onthe environment, peace and seaurity.

US-Iran Program Website:

For information abou US-Iran cultura programs, exhibits, and aher Trad Il adivities being
organized by different institutions acossthe auntry, please visit the Events sedion d the US-
Iran Program website &: http://www.sfcg.org/programmes/iran/programmes_iran.html
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