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Sudabeh Shoja – The 2005 Recipient of the Hoover Medal 
 
I am announcing with great pleasure and pride that the Hoover Medal Board of 
Award has approved my nomination of Ms. Sudabeh Shoja for the Hoover Medal 
and as such, Ms. Shoja, an Iranian-American, is the second woman to receive this 
prestigious award in its 75-year history.  She is recognized for her engineering 
expertise and humanitarian efforts. 
 
Her name follows other recipients such as President Hoover in 1930, President 
Eisenhower in 1960 and President Carter in 1998 (Please see attached). This is the 
highest award given to an engineer who has made significant contributions to 
humanity. The award is given by unanimous selection of The American Society of 
Civil Engineers, The American Institute of Mining, Metallurgical and Petroleum 
Engineers, The American Institute of Chemical Engineers, The American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers, and The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers. 
 
The Hoover Medal, founded in 1929, was established with the purpose of 
recognizing the public service of engineers who have gone outside their professional 
work to involve themselves in civic and humanitarian affairs. Ms. Shoja is a resident 
of Southern California and by coincidence the annual American Society of Civil 
Engineers’ (ASCE) Congress event will be held in Los Angeles in October 2005. 
The Hoover Gold Medal will be formally presented to Ms. Shoja at that Congress.  
 
Sudabeh Shoja is the Secretary of the Board for International Orphan Care 
(highlighted in this letterhead).  She is also the President of Children’s Hope 
International Literacy and Development (C.H.I.L.D.), an organization that she co-
founded with board members and volunteers from Child Foundation after branching 
off from that organization in 2004.  
 
She started her humanitarian work at the very young age of 12 as a girl scout by 
serving food in orphanages in Iran.  Her tireless efforts ever since have helped 
improve the lives of thousands of children all over the world.   
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